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river is called Ibsimi. One of the parts is called
Istanbul and it is situated on the eastern side of the
river, where the Sultan (Emperor), his ministers and
common people live. Its markets and streets are
wide and paved with slates. The city is built at the
foot of a mountain extending about nine miles into
the sea ; its width is the same and even more. A small
fort and the Sultan's palace are built on the summit.
A wall surrounds this mountain, and the way to it is
from the seaside. The great church of Aya (Saint)
Sophia is in the middle of this part. The second part
is called Galata and is situated on the western side. It
is reserved for the Christian Franks, as the Genoese,
the Venetians and the inhabitants of Rome and
France." The explorer describes at great length the
great church of Aya Sophia, the monasteries with
which Constantinople was crowded at that time. He
describes their conditions and their inmates, both
monks and virgins. He visited them by special per-
mission of the Emperor who gave him an interpreter
to accompany him in this visit.
The explorer stayed several weeks in Constanti-
nople. He left it dazzled with the Hellenic civilization
and the wonders of its architecture and grandeur, and
the luxury which had almost shaken the foundations
of the Byzantine society. He again crossed northern
Anatolia in winter, and suffered much from severe
cold. He then turned east to Turkistan and alighted
at Khwarazm which was at that time a province of
the territory of Sultan Uzbek Khan. He then went
to Bukhara which the Tartars had then destroyed, and
stood with reverence before the tomb of Ismail
al-Bukhari, author of Al-Gami as-Sahih and went
about that country for a time. He learned on that
occasion in his travels something of the history of the
Tartars from the days of Genkiz Khan, and crossed
Baluchistan and entered India from the north-west.
He reached Punjab, as he says, in 734 A.H, (1334 A.D.).